EDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, May 20", 2026

Highlights from the May 19, 2026, meetings of
Montague Township Council and Committee of the Whole

Council

The Reeve provided a reminder of the following items to open the meeting:

o This week is National Public Works Week! Council recognized the Township’s amazing Public
Works Staff who maintain essential municipal services and infrastructure year-round, to keep
our community safe.

o The pickleball courts are officially open at the Montague 22-Acre Park! Thanks to the New
Horizons Grant of $25,000.00, this fun opportunity for physical and social interaction is now
available to our community.

o Acraft night is planned for June 8. Follow the Township’s Facebook page for further details as
they become available.

o The Upper Canada District School Board (UCDSB) is looking for applications for their vacant
School Board Trustee position, to serve until November 14, 2026. Applications close May 26"
at 4:00pm. More information can be found on the Township’s Facebook page.

o Roadside spraying will begin on or around June 1%t, 2026, and will continue until July 315, 2026.
To obtain a copy of the Township’s No Spray Agreement, visit the Township’s website or stop in
at the Township Office.

Following the Land Acknowledgement and Moment of Silence, Council approved the agenda, as
amended (to defer the In Camera session and open session follow-up report), and the minutes of
the following meetings, as presented:

o May 5", 2026 - Regular Meeting of Council

o May 5" 2026 - Committee of the Whole

o March 24%, 2026 - Merrickville Public Library Board

Council received a delegation from Tim Woods, Business Retention and Expansion Coordinator for
Lanark County, who explained a pilot project geared towards economic development initiatives
across the County. Mr. Woods also requested that members of Council be selected to participate in
a training session for participation in the Community Leader Interview Team. More information will
be made available mid-June.

The Public Works Manager presented the following report:

o Gravel Roads Survey Results: At the direction of Council, a survey was posted to solicit
community feedback regarding gravel road optimization strategies and their potential financial
impacts, as well as to gauge interest regarding the formation of a Road Committee. Seventy-
three (73) responses were received and Staff presented the survey results to Council. While
there was considerable discussion about the various options presented by Staff, Council felt
that there was more information needed to provide direction as to next steps.



The following By-law was passed by Council:

o

4216-2026 — Authorize a Special Charge under the Better Homes Lanark Program (7390 Roger
Stevens Drive)

Commiittee of the Whole

The Committee of the Whole Agenda was approved as presented, and then the Clerk/Planning
Manager presented the following reports:

(@]

Wilson Road Development Request - Regan Lee: Staff provided a report to Council
regarding the potential for opening up Wilson Road, following a delegation from Mr. Regan Lee
at the meeting of April 71, 2026. Five (5) questions were considered within the report, relating
to Official Plan policies, and Council’s obligations relating to road creation and construction.
Council approved Staff's recommendation to advise Mr. Lee that they are not prepared, at this
time, to consider the opening of Wilson Road.

Proposed Severance of Dutton Property on Bennett Road: In early April 2026, a severance
inquiry was received by Staff related to a potential lot creation from the landholding municipally
known as 262 Bennett Road. Following substantial research, and Registry Office mapping
correction, Staff met with the owner and applicant to discuss the road widening condition that
would be required by the Township to ensure that there would be adequate road width and
appropriate location for municipal vehicles to turn around, without using the driveway at 262
Dutton Road. Staff presented this report to Council to advise them of the mapping correction,
as well as the proposed resolution regarding the turnaround, seeking Council’s direction to
proceed with this suggested action. Council approved Staff's recommendation to include the
condition of surveying and conveying a portion of the Dutton property to the Township, for
increasing inadequate road width and for turnaround purposes, but requested additional
information be provided regarding costing to the Township, as well as anticipated timelines for
completion.

The next Reqular Meetings of Council & Committee of the Whole are scheduled for
Tuesday, June 2"9, 2026

Livestream on YouTube: Montague Township - YouTube

Join In Person: Township Office Council Chambers
6547 Roger Stevens Drive, Smiths Falls, ON K7A 4S6


https://www.youtube.com/@montaguetwp

