EDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, April 24™, 2026

Highlights from the April 215t, 2026, meetings of
Montague Township Council and Committee of the Whole

Council
The Reeve provided a reminder of the following items to open the meeting:

o Council and Staff would like to thank those who attended the Roads Open House on April 20"
at Rosedale Hall. The survey will remain open until May 5", and ratepayers are encouraged to
provide their feedback. The survey link and supporting documents can be found on the
Township’s website and Facebook page. Paper copies are available at the Township Office.

o The 2026 Municipal Election Nomination Period begins on May 1st. While not required, those
interested in filing their nomination papers are encouraged to contact the Clerk to make an
appointment. Information will be updated regularly on the Township’s website throughout the
nomination period.

Following the Land Acknowledgement and Moment of Silence, Council approved the agenda, as
presented, and the minutes of the following meetings, as presented:

o April 7t 2026 - Regular Meeting of Council

o April 7t 2026 - Committee of the Whole

Mary Kate Laphen, CEO of the Merrickville Public Library, presented the library’s 2025 Annual
Report, highlighting their programs, achievements, and user statistics for 2025.

Michael Ryan, a ratepayer in Montague Township, requested an extension of his agreement with the
Township regarding development on 618 Ferguson Tetlock Road.

The Clerk/Planning Manager presented the following reports:

o Joint Lanark County Compliance Audit Committee Appointments: Atthe recommendation
of the Clerks of Lanark County, Staff requested Council’s approval to appoint David Nusko,
Jason Huang, and Rhonda Whitmarsh to the Joint Lanark County Compliance Audit Committee
for the term of November 15", 2026 to November 14, 2030.

o 2026 Municipal Election Accessibility Plan: Staff presented the 2026 Municipal Election
Accessibility Plan to Council, emphasizing the importance that all voters, candidates, and
election officials need to have an equal opportunity to participate in the 2026 Municipal Election.
Council approved the Plan as presented, and a report will be presented within 90 days of Voting
Day about the identification, removal and prevention of barriers that affect electors and
candidates with disabilities.

The Municipal Manager/Treasurer/Deputy Clerk presented the following report:

o Development Charges Background Study: With the current study set to expire in 2027, and
following extensive discussions with local municipalities, Staff requested Council’s direction to
sole source the study and retain Watson & Associates Economists Ltd., at the cost of
$30,528.00 (inclusive of non-refundable HST). This firm was highly recommended by a number
of local municipalities, who emphasized their guidance and expertise extended far beyond the
contracted services. Development Charges are a valuable revenue source paid to the Township



to offset capital costs resulting from development, to protect existing residents from bearing the
costs associated with new growth.

The following By-laws were passed by Council:

(@)
@)
(@)

4210-2026 — Authorize Execution of a Development Agreement (MacDonald)
4211-2026 — Assume Portion of Fletcher Road into Township’s Road System
4212-2026 — Appoint Members to Boards, Committees, and Other Statutory Positions

Committee of the Whole

The Clerk/Planning Manager presented the following report:

O

Proposed Revisions to the Animal Control By-law - Update: Following a request for public
feedback, survey responses and direct communications were reviewed by Staff and
incorporated into a further revision of the draft by-law presented to Council in December 2025.
The suggested revisions were accepted by Council, and the by-law will be brought to Council
on May 5% for passage. Some of the changes include the removal of livestock provisions, the
inclusion of provisions regarding livestock guardian dogs, and amending the dog
registration/licencing fees so that they remain the same year-round, instead of doubling after
March 31,

The Municipal Manager/Treasurer/Deputy Clerk presented the following report:

O

Tender 2026-PW-03 - McLachlin Road Rehabilitation: Following the tender posting for the
rehabilitation of McLachlin Road in early 2026, four (4) bids were received and Staff
recommended that Council approve the contract with the lowest bidder, Thomas Cavanagh
Construction Limited, at the cost of $659,664.82 (including non-recoverable HST). Based on
the agreement with Beckwith Township, this cost will be split between the two municipalities.
Tile Drainage Loan Program: As a result of a resident’s inquiry into the potential for a loan
under the Tile Loan Program as regulated by the Tile Drainage Act, Staff provided Council with
an explanation of the process and timeline to facilitate this funding. Staff advised that the
resident was looking for a quick turnaround and there was discussion regarding the potential
rates that would be available through this program vs other loans/funding. Council directed Staff
to advise the interested party that Montague Township was not going to take part in the Tile
Loan Program at this time.

Council Remuneration 2027-2030 - Potential Changes Discussion: In preparation for the
2026 Municipal Election, and discussions with potential candidates regarding salaries and
responsibilities for various offices, Staff asked Council to provide direction on annual increases,
benefits, salary adjustments based on assuming the role of Chair at Committee of the Whole
Meetings, and per diems for committees that require larger time commitments from Council
representatives. Council opted to remain status quo on the annual increase and salary
adjustment options, they did not direct Staff to obtain quotes regarding benefits, and they also
opted to remain status quo regarding committee per diems with a recommendation that these
positions be rotated on an annual basis.

The next Reqular Meetings of Council & Committee of the Whole are scheduled for
Tuesday, May 5", 2026

Livestream on YouTube: Montague Township - YouTube

Join In Person: Township Office Council Chambers
6547 Roger Stevens Drive, Smiths Falls, ON K7A 4S6


https://www.youtube.com/@montaguetwp

