EDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, April 10™, 2026

Highlights from the April 7t", 2026, meetings of
Montague Township Council and Committee of the Whole

Council

To open the meeting, the Reeve provided a reminder of the following items:

o The Roads Open House and Public Information Session is being held April 20" at Rosedale
Hall, beginning at 6:00pm. This is an open and respectful discussion to provide options for
Council moving forward.

o There are seats available for the bus to the Hard Rock Casino in Ottawa on April 22", at a cost
of $5.00 per person. Contact the Township Office for more information.

o There are limited spaces available for a comedy show at the Grand Theatre in Kingston on May
71, The cost is $40.00 per person. Contact the Township Office for more information.

Following the Land Acknowledgement and Moment of Silence, Council approved the agenda, as
amended, to move Information Items 8a, c, d, e, and | to Action Items, and to add the Lanark County
Media Release re: OVRT Maintenance as an Information Item. Council then approved/accepted the
minutes of the following meetings, as presented:

March 17t, 2026 - Regular Meeting of Council

March 25, 2026 - Special Meeting of Council

February 23, 2026 - Montague Recreation and Culture Committee (MRCC)

February 24, 2026 - Merrickville Public Library Board

March 24t 2026 - Smiths Falls Public Library Board
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Regan Lee presented a delegation to Council with regard to a proposed development on Wilson
Road. Mr. Lee requested that Council open Wilson Road, as he would like to purchase property
along this roadway for severances purposes, which would require access on an open and maintained
road. Council accepted the delegation as information and requested that Staff bring back a report to
the second meeting in May with further information. Any public comments or concerns should be e-
mailed to Clerk Kirsten Cote at municipalmanager@township.montague.on.ca.

The Clerk/Planning Manager presented the following report:

o Matheson & Rosedale Subdivision: Council directed Staff to submit the Matheson &
Rosedale Subdivision Report dated April 71, 2026, to the County of Lanark, which includes the
Township’s recommended conditions of draft approval. Both the Township’s Drainage
Superintendent, Lucas Gibson of Robinson Consultants Inc., and Planning Consultant, Forbes
Symon of Jp2g Consultants Inc., were also in attendance to address drainage concerns and
procedural questions. It was noted by both Mr. Gibson and Mr. Symon that this application is
still in its early stages, and the applicant must satisfy all Township, County, and agency
conditions to their respective satisfaction. To hear the full discussion from this meeting about
the Matheson & Rosedale Subdivision, visit the Township’s YouTube channel.
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The Facilities Lead Hand presented the following report:

o Rosedale Hall Mini-Split System: In 2010, the Township installed a mini-split (heat pump)
system at Rosedale Hall, with a life expectancy of 10-15 years. Mechanical issues and
breakdowns have cost the Township approximately $10,577.34 since 2022, and Staff
recommended replacing the unit entirely at an upset limit of $13,000.00 plus HST. The
replacement was approved by Council, with the use of $7,500.00 from Lanark County Climate
grant funding (if applicable), and the balance being covered by Recreation Reserves/2026
Surplus. The Facilities Lead Hand will coordinate the direct/single source purchase through X-
Cel Home Comfort, per the Township’s service agreement with them.

The Public Works Manager presented the following reports:

o Optimizing Gravel Roads Options/Discussion: Following significant discussion, Council
directed Staff to include Options 1, 2, and 3 as presented to them by Staff, at the Roads Open
House being held on April 20", 2026, at Rosedale Hall. The purpose of the Open House is to
receive feedback from the public via a survey and question/comment period with regard to the
optimization of gravel roads within the Township. Option 1 included gravel road maintenance
improvements, such as reducing all gravel road speeds to 60 km/h in conjunction with
appropriate signage, changing the material specifications for maintenance gravel being applied,
and increasing the staff overtime allowance and/or adding a full-time dedicated grader
operator(s) to the current staffing complement. Option 2 included the creation of a Road
Upgrade Policy to assist in developing a Gravel Road Needs Plan (with public consultation)
based on a developed scoring matrix. Option 3 included the creation of a Road Committee
comprised of Staff, Council, and members of the public. Note: The options listed are not a
complete and final list of all possible options but were simply for presentation purposes for
Council to provide direction to Staff on next steps. Further discussion will be undertaken and
public input is strongly encouraged.

o Roadside Mowing Contract: The Roadside Mowing Contract was awarded to the lowest
bidder, Brett Buchanan, for the 2026-2028 term, with two (2) optional one-year extensions. The
contract also includes mowing for the Airport (which is billed to the Smiths Falls Flying Club).
Typically, the contractor completes two (2) roadside mowing cuts annually on approximately
260km of roadway, and four (4) cuts at the Airport property, subject to increase/decrease at the
request of the Flying Club. Mowing is expected to begin in June, prior to roadside spraying, with
the second cut scheduled for late August.

The Municipal Manager/Treasurer/Deputy Clerk presented the following report:

o 2026 Final Tax Rates: The Township, County and School Boards have established their rates
for the 2026 year. The rates as combined are the amount that is charged to property owners,
and the Township collects these amounts on behalf of all three (3) parties. The Township pays
installments to each party on a quarterly basis for the taxation charged to each property.

The following By-law was passed by Council:
o 4208-2026 - Establish and Impose Tax Rates for the Year 2026

Action Items

The following items were noted on the agenda for action by Council:
o Letter from Regan Lee re: Proposed Development on Wilson Road
Council passed a resolution directing Staff to bring back a report to the second meeting in May
with further information for discussion on Mr. Lee’s request. Any public comments or concerns
should be e-mailed to Clerk Kirsten Cote at municipalmanager@township.montague.on.ca.
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o Letter from Kirk Evoy re: Request to Waive Fine for Demolition without a Permit
Council did not waive the $1,000.00 fine for the owner’s demolition of a garage without a permit.

o Draft Letter to Prime Minister Carney re: Alto High-Speed Rail
Council authorized Reeve Jennings to sign the amended letter to Prime Minister Carney, which
was prepared by the Township of Rideau Lakes, in opposition of the Alto High-Speed Rail
project.

o Alto Roundtable Summary Report / Letter & E-Mail from Valerie Chiasson / E-Mail from
Ron Richardson / Lanark County Media Release
Council received the above-noted Action Items as information, following brief discussion on
each item.

Committee of the Whole

The Clerk/Planning Manager presented the following report:

o 2025 Annual Integrity Commissioner’s Report: Council accepted the 2025 Annual Integrity
Commissioner’s Report as information and directed Staff to post the report on the Township’s
website. Integrity Commissioner, Tony Fleming of Cunningham Swan, noted that the Township
of Montague had no requests for advice or complaints submitted in 2025.

The Municipal Manager/Treasurer/Deputy Clerk presented the following report:
o Fiber Optic Internet at the Township Office: Council approved the use of up to $17,000.00
in Modernization Funds received from the Provincial government for the installation of Bell Fiber
Optic Internet to the Township Office.

The next Reqular Meetings of Council & Committee of the Whole are scheduled for
Tuesday, April 21st, 2026

Livestream on YouTube: Montague Township - YouTube

Join In Person: Township Office Council Chambers
6547 Roger Stevens Drive, Smiths Falls, ON K7A 4S6


https://www.youtube.com/@montaguetwp

