
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, March 18TH, 2026 

Highlights from the March 17th, 2026, meetings of  

Montague Township Council and Committee of the Whole 
 

Council 

• To open the meeting, the Reeve provided a reminder of the following items: 
o The Alto High-Speed Rail Public Consultation period has been extended to April 24th, and 

a virtual session is being held March 23rd from 7:00pm-8:45pm. To learn more about this 
proposal, or submit your feedback, visit their online portal at Online Consultation Platform | 
Alto. 

o Half loads are still in effect to protect the roads, which are at risk of damage due to the 
Spring thaw. The Township will advise when these restrictions have been lifted. If you have 
any questions, please contact the Public Works Department. 

o The Municipal Elections Act requires all municipalities establish a compliance audit 
committee before October 1st of an election year to address potential contraventions to the 
act. If you are a professional with accounting, auditing or legal experience, and you are 
interested in applying to be a member of the compliance audit committee, please contact 
the Clerk for further information. Applications are due by March 30th, 2026. 

o The MRCC’s Breakfast with the Easter Bunny event is taking place Saturday, March 28th at 
Rosedale Hall from 9:00-11:30am. There will be face painting, a balloon artist, crafts and 
photos with the Easter Bunny, as well as a pancake breakfast prepared by Township 
Council. The cost is $7 per person, children 12 and under are $5. 
 

• Following the Land Acknowledgement and Moment of Silence, Council approved the agenda, 
as amended to add a third in-camera report related to negotiations with the Town of Smiths 
Falls. Council then approved the March 3rd, 2026, minutes from the Regular Meetings of Council 
and Committee of the Whole as presented. 

 

• The Public Works Manager presented the following report: 
o Matheson Drive Culvert Replacement: Council approved Staff’s recommendation to 

award Tender No. 2026-PW-01 for the Matheson Drive Culvert Replacement to WRC 
Contracting in the amount of $164,213.92, including nonrefundable HST; and further 
approved the authorization of the Public Works Manager to approve change orders that 
may result in additional costs up to the total budget amount of $190,500.00. With the 
requirement of dewatering to complete the project, the contractor will need to work around 
the requirements of the RVCA for timing of completion of the work. It is estimated that this 
work could start after July 15th, 2026, and must be completed on or before September 1st, 
2026. This tender included the replacement of the existing 3650mm x 2280mm corrugated 
steel pipe arch culvert (that is currently riddled with corrosion and perforations), with a new 
3650mm x 2280mm polymer coated corrugated steel pipe arch culvert, the reinstatement 
of the existing asphalt roadway and the addition of steel beam guide rail. 
 

 
  

https://www.altotrain.ca/en/public-consultation/online-consultation-platform
https://www.altotrain.ca/en/public-consultation/online-consultation-platform


 

• The following By-laws were passed by Council: 
o 4204-2026 - Authorize the Adoption of the Delegation of Powers and Duties Policy 
o 4205-2026 - Establish and Regulate the Installation, Maintenance and Access to Water Meters 

and Sewer Services and Establish the Rates and Other Service Charges for the Use of Water 
and Sewer Services 

 

Action Items 

• The following items were noted on the agenda for action by Council: 
o Email from MP Scott Reid – Petition Opposing Alto High-Speed Rail 

❖ Council passed a resolution to oppose the Alto High Speed Rail project, as presented in 
their proposal, similar to the concerns shared by MP Scott Reid, which are listed in the 
email received. Council directed Staff to share the resolution opposing Alto with MP Scott 
Reid, so that he may bring it forward to the Federal government on the Township’s behalf. 
Staff were further directed to post on the Township’s website and social media pages 
that Council opposes the Alto project, and to share a copy of MP Scott Reid’s e-petition 
link on all relevant channels. 

o Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) – Technical Briefing 
“Improving Ontario’s Conservation Authority System” 

❖ Councillor Johnson spoke briefly about the amalgamation of conservation authorities 
from 36 to 9 across the Province. 

 

In-Camera 

• Council moved in-camera at 6:32pm to discuss the following: 
o Chambers Street Underpass - Update #3 

(e) litigation or potential litigation, including matters before administrative tribunals, affecting 
the municipality or local board. 

o Smiths Falls and Merrickville Library Negotiations 
(k) a position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to any negotiations carried 
on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the municipality or local board. 

o Negotiations with the Town of Smiths Falls - Various Matters 
(k) a position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to any negotiations carried 
on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the municipality or local board. 

 

• Council rose at 7:45pm, and Council directed Staff to proceed as follows in the “Rise and 
Report” that was provided: 
o Item 1: Chambers Street Underpass - Update #3 – Option 1 
o Item 2: Smiths Falls and Merrickville Library Negotiations – Option 1 
o Item 3: Negotiations with the Town of Smiths Falls - Various Matters – direction was 

provided as discussed in-camera.  
 

• Council adjourned at 7:46pm. 
 

The next Regular Meetings of Council & Committee of the Whole are scheduled for 
Tuesday, April 7th, 2026 

 
Livestream on YouTube: Montague Township - YouTube 

 

Join In Person: Township Office Council Chambers  
6547 Roger Stevens Drive, Smiths Falls, ON K7A 4S6 

 
 -30- 

https://www.youtube.com/@montaguetwp

