I[Y|EDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, December 20", 2024

Highlights from the December 17t", 2024, meetings of
Montague Township Council and Committee of the Whole

e Following the Land Acknowledgement and moment of silence, Council approved
the Council agenda as amended, to include a Staff Report related to the Draft Road
Needs Study. The Committee of the Whole agenda, and the following minutes,
were approved as presented:

Regular Meeting of Council — November 191", 2024

Committee of the Whole Meeting — November 19t 2024

Merrickville Public Library Board Meeting — October 22", 2024
Merrickville Public Library Board Special Meeting — November 17, 2024
Smiths Falls Public Library Board Meeting — November 26%", 2024

e Joshua Smith from Aplin & Martin Consultants Ltd. presented Council with the
revised draft 2024 Comprehensive Roads Needs Study Report. Later in the
meeting, the Administrator/Treasurer brought forth a report expressing concerns
from Staff in relation to the accuracy of the report, and direction was provided to
Staff on how to proceed.

e Council received the updated 2025 Council Calendar.

e The Clerk/Junior Planner presented a report regarding the sale of a vacant
Township-owned lot on First Street. Staff indicated that notice was provided to
surrounding neighbours and no comments have been received from the public as
a result. Council directed Staff to bring forth a by-law to authorize the conveyance
of Lot 152 on Plan 2707, to the January 21st, 2025, Council Meeting.

By-Laws

e 4106-2024 - 2025 Interim Tax Billing By-law
e 4107-2024 — Borrowing By-law
e 4108-2024 — Vanden Tillaart Development Agreement

Committee of the Whole

e The Administrator/Treasurer presented the following reports:

- 2025 OPP Annual Billing Changes: Council directed Staff to proceed with
Option #3, which includes applying the 50% of the change to the 2025
budget that will reduce the increase to the tax rate for the 2025 OPP billing
to 1.905%.



- Public Works and Fire Complex Update #3: A third update for the Public
Works and Fire Complex was presented outlining the work completed to
date, an explanation of change orders, and financial implications.

- 2025 Municipal Donation Allocations Request: Each year, Council
considers donation requests from various organizations that are located in,
or serve the population of, the Township of Montague. The various requests
were considered by Council and, following the January 21st, 2025, Council
Meeting, those selected will be contacted by Staff.

- 2025 Draft Budget Updated Items: Staff presented Council with updated
information to consider for the Draft 2025 Budget including the Smiths Falls
Library, the Smiths Falls-Montague (Russ Beach) Airport, various Public
Works projects, Staff wage changes and OPP billing costs. Council directed
Staff to notify the public of the intent to pass the 2025 Budget at the next
Public Meeting of Council on January 21st, 2025.

The next Regular Meetings of Council & COW is Tuesday, January 21st, 2025, at
6:00pm

Livestream on YouTube: Montague Township - YouTube

Join In Person: Township Office Council Chambers
6547 Roger Stevens Drive, Smiths Falls, ON K7A 4S6

Phone: 613-283-7478 Email: admin@township.montague.on.ca




