[YIEDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, November 6", 2024

Highlights from the November 5%, 2024, meetings of
Montague Township Council and Committee of the Whole

e Following the Land Acknowledgement and moment of silence, Council approved
the agenda as amended. The following minutes were approved as presented:

Regular Meeting of Council — October 15, 2024

Regular Meeting of Committee of the Whole — October 15%, 2024
Special Meeting of Council — October 24", 2024

Merrickville Library Board Minutes — September 24, 2024
Smiths Falls Library Board Minutes — October 224, 2024

e Daniel Segal from Municipal Housing Development presented to Council regarding
affordable, energy-efficient homes and providing attainable housing for first-time
buyers, retirees, and workers.

e Areport was presented by the Junior Planner regarding Gemmell’s Garden Centre
replacing a greenhouse, and courtyard structure on their property. Council
approved the agreement as presented and directed staff accordingly to work with
the property owner to meet all the requirements to process a building permit.

e The Clerk Administrator/Treasurer brought forth a report as a midterm review of
Council appointments to Committees and Boards. Changes were made to the
below noted Committees/Boards, with the new appointments listed:

- Committee of Adjustment: Gerald Crabtree, Jim Abbass, and Karen Jennings.

- Town of Smiths Falls Negotiating Committee for Water/Wastewater: Gerald
Crabtree and Trevor Johnson.

- Town of Smiths Falls Negotiating Committee Old Rideau Reginal Property
(Gallipeau Centre): Gerald Crabtree and Jim Abbass.

- Town of Smiths Falls Recreation Agreement Committee: Karen Jennings.

e Council directed staff to advertise for members of the MRCC (Montague
Recreation and Culture Committee) on a continuous basis.

By-Laws
e 4095-2024: Appointment of Public Works Manager

Ed Haynes was appointed as the new Public Works Manager effective November
8th, 2024.
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Correspondence:

Council accepted a letter from the Salvation Army regarding the Kettle Campaign
and participating in the Annual Mayor, Reeve Challenge on November 30t". Reeve
Jennings brought it forward to Council members for interest.

Committee of the Whole

The Deputy Clerk presented a report about a software program called Managed
Cemeteries from The Managed Municipality (TMM). Committee agreed that it is
not something to invest in at this time due to the minimal information the Township
currently has on the cemeteries.

The Clerk Administrator/Treasurer presented the following reports:

B.E.A.S.T Snowmobile Club’s request for a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Township for the use of existing Ontario Federation of Snowmobile
Clubs (OFSC) trails located on Township property for the 2024/2025
season.

3 Quarter Public Works update inclusive of October 2024.

The 2025 Municipal Township insurance renewal at a cost of $150,745 plus
taxes, which resulted in a 5.51% increase and with a recommendation to
prepare a Request for Pricing for the 2026 insurance pricing.

The Committee accepted and approved the OSIM (Ontario Structural
Inspection Manual) report, which included an engineer inspection and
report for all six (6) structures required to be inspected as per the Public
Transportation and Highway Improvement Act. It was noted that Burchill
Culvert #2 will need to be replaced in 2025 and included in the budget.

A draft budget for 2025 was presented which includes a 1.95% increase on
the tax rate for the Township provided services and a 3.78% tax rate
increase for the O.P.P for a total tax rate increase of 5.73%. Similar to
previous years, Committee approved the recommendation for Council to
approve the 2025 Capital presented this date, to ensure that competitive
pricing is received by early January tendering, along with a COLA of 2% for
wages/salaries. Staff will bring forth a second draft with survey results in
relation to the Smiths Falls Library ask and any update the province may
provide in relation to assisting in the large financial impact on the OPP
contract increase.

In accordance with Municipal Procedural Bylaw 3767-2020, as amended,
notice is hereby given that the Council of the Township of Montague
intends to adopt the 2025 Municipal Budget at the meeting of Council of
Tuesday, January 218t, 2025, at 6:00 PM.

The meeting will be held in the Council Chambers at 6547 Roger Stevens
Drive, Township of Montague.

A copy of the 2025 budget document will be available at the Township
Office or on the website at www.montaguetownship.ca.
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There is a Special Meeting of Council Thursday, November 7t", 2024, at 6:30pm

The next Reqular Meeting of Council & COW is Tuesday, November 19th, 2024,
at 6:00pm

Livestream on YouTube: Montague Township - YouTube

Join In Person: Township Office Council Chambers
6547 Roger Stevens Drive, Smiths Falls, ON K7A 4S6

Phone: 613-283-7478 Email: admin@township.montague.on.ca
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