IYIEDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, October 6t", 2023

Highlights from the October 39, 2023, meetings of Montague Township Council

and Committee of the Whole

Reeve Jennings opened the meeting with a reminder to drive safely this
Thanksgiving long weekend, and that the MRCC is hosting a trivia night on
Friday, October 13th.
Council had a delegation from Sommer Casgrain-Robertson, General Manager
at Rideau Valley Conservation Authority (RVCA). Sommer was requesting an
agreement with the Township regarding “Category 3” programs, that are not
mandatory by the Province, but are designed to meet the needs of the local
watersheds, such as tree planting, rural clean water, and shoreline naturalization
programs. Effective January 1, 2024, conservation authorities are required to
have written agreements with their municipalities to continue to deliver Category
3 programs and services that are supported through municipal levies. The
estimated cost for Category 3 programs in Montague would come to
approximately $5,000. All municipalities within the RVCA’s boundaries will have
the same agreements, which state that 80% of funding will go toward provincially
mandated programs, and 20% of funding would go toward Category 3 programs.
To date, there have been 500,000 trees planted, 7 shorelines naturalized, and 70
rural clean water projects totalling $135,000.00 in Montague alone. During the
meeting of Committee of the Whole, Council chose to direct Staff to prepare a
By-Law to enter an agreement with RVCA for Category 3 programs and services
once the City of Ottawa has committed to their portion of the expenditures.
Council moved Correspondence Items 8a, b, ¢, h, and j from Information to
Action:
o 8a - Lanark County Media Release — September 20, 2023
= Deputy Reeve Carroll spoke towards Lanark County’s Media

Release
o 8b - Big Brothers Big Sisters Lanark County - 50" Anniversary Gala
Invitation

= Deputy Reeve Carroll requested that Staff post the Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Lanark County’s Invitation to the 50" Anniversary Gala on
Township sites and extended the invitation to the gala to residents.

o 8c — Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing - Top 5 Task Force
Recommendations

=  Council directed Deputy Reeve Carroll and Junior Planner, Kirsten
Cote, to establish the Township’s Top 5 Housing Affordability Task
Force (HATF) Recommendations for Response to the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing.
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o 8h-2022 FIR Award
= Deputy Reeve Carroll spoke about this at the previous meeting on
September 19, but Reeve Jennings wanted to ensure that it was
brought forward again. Council applauded Staff for the letter
received from the Province stating that Montague obtained a Top
15 Award for Municipalities who had accurate, on-time, Financial
Information Returns (FIRs) submitted.
o 8j— Council Assigned Tasks
= This item was brought forth by Clerk-Administrator, Allison
Vereyken. In 2022, the previous Council requested that Staff bring
forward a resolution to encourage the new (present) Council to
support going to one (1) bag of garbage per week by 2025. Staff
requested that Council provide direction as to whether or not they
would like a report to be brought back to the table outlining options
for garbage disposal and a communication plan to assist residents
with the transition. Council directed Staff to bring back a report for
discussion.

Committee of the Whole

The following reports of Municipal Officers were presented to Council:

Committee accepted the Junior Planner’s report regarding Township Owned
Properties as information and requested that a further report is brought back
specifically about the properties indicated in blue and yellow.

Committee directed Staff to provide notice of intention to pass a By-Law
related to the closure and sale of Block 45 on Plan 80 by posting the notice of
the Township’s website and on the subject lands, as well as by regular mail to
all landowners within 120m of the subject lands.

Committee recommended that Council award the contract 2023-PW-08 for
Maintenance Gravel to Campbell’s Trucking Limited for $234,650.40
(including non-refundable HST).

Committee recommended that Council award the contract for engineering
services for Rosedale Road North to Greer Galloway Group Inc. for a total of
$30,405.89 (including non-refundable HST).

Committee received the McGuire Road Improvements update as information.
Committee directed Staff to bring an amendment to By-Law 2352-1997 to
read Old Orchard Lane to the October 17%, 2023, Council meeting.
Committee approved the 2024 Annual OPP Billing Statement report as
information.

The next Meeting of Council & COW is Tuesday, October 17t", 2023, at 6:00pm

Livestream on YouTube: Montague Township - YouTube

Join In Person: Montague Township Council Chambers
6547 Roger Stevens Drive, Smiths Falls, ON K7A 4S6

Phone: 613-283-7478 Email: admin@township.montague.on.ca
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