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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, September 20'", 2023

Highlights from the September 19", 2023, meetings of Montague Township

Council and Committee of the Whole

Deputy Reeve Carroll opened the meeting with a reminder about the Mighty
Machines event on Saturday, September 23 at the Airport, and noted training
that Montague firefighters took at a neighbouring Lanark County fire station to be
able to better assist the community. After the Land Acknowledgment, Deputy
Reeve Carroll took a moment prior to the moment of silence to remember those
involved in the car accident on Roger Stevens and reminded everyone to stay
safe on all roadways.

Council approved Staff to move forward with the replacement of the Cover-All
building’s fabric roof at a cost of $34,220.87, awarded to Britespan Buildings. The
lifespan of the building will be approximately 15 years, 10 of which are under
warranty. This replacement will be funded from the 2023 budget surplus, or
Public Works Winter Reserve, as approved by the Treasurer, if there are
inadequate funds available.

Council moved Correspondence Item 8e from Information to Action, to facilitate a
resolution that will support the Town of Bracebridge’s request to review MFIPPA’s
timeline requirements that go along with MFIPPA requests. These requests
usually take substantial Staff time, and the timelines are, in some cases,
unreasonable.

For Unfinished/Other Business, Deputy Reeve Carroll brought up the basketball
court at Rosedale Hall, as there is a puddle directly under the net. Staff were
directed by Council to drill a small hole for drainage, so that the water can move
from the paved court into the gravel below and to the grass, beyond that.
Council applauded Staff for a letter received from the Province stating that
Montague was in the Top 15 of Municipalities who had accurate, on-time,
Financial Information Returns (FIRs) submitted. Deputy Reeve Carroll
commented that the Township should be proud of the accuracies and the
transparency of the municipality as a whole, and that these efficiencies are what
keep Montague ahead of the game. Staff thanked Council for their support.

By-Laws

Council approved By-Law 4012-2023, which appointed Grace Francis as Deputy
Clerk, effective September 19, 2023. This repealed By-Law 4000-2023.

Council approved and passed a By-Law for a Development Agreement with
Drummond.
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Committee of the Whole

The following reports of Municipal Officers were presented to Council:

Committee accepted the Clerk-Administrator’s report regarding the 2024
budget timeline as information, which outlined that the first draft of the budget
would be presented around the November 21 Committee meeting, with public
comments being received in late November/December. Deputy Reeve Carroll
noted the financial pressures being faced in the current economy, and
commended Staff for their efforts to keep costs low for ratepayers, while
maintaining a quality level of service.

Committee approved an information report on the 22 acres after the
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) was completed. The EIS outlined the
potential uses for the land and confirmed that the middle and rear portions of
the property have some wetlands that will make potential walking trails difficult
to navigate unless a boardwalk-style pathway is installed. The back half of the
property is not suitable for a dog park or sports field as was the hope in the
recreation plan.

Committee approved an update on the Municipal Complex, specifically the
Fire & Public Works building Phases 1-3. Staff met with Colbourne & Kembel
Architects Inc. (CKA) both in-person and virtually, to discuss the Township’s
needs for the building. The Township is not looking for a building with fancy
landscaping and exterior features, but rather a functional space for both
Public Works and Fire, with specific requirements such as a pitched roof and
the ability to be used from an emergency management perspective, such as
stall-style changing rooms with showers as opposed to a big changing room
with open showers, and a small kitchenette-style kitchen with a large training
room. A Class-D estimate is to be provided so that Staff can consider
budgetary requirements.

The Asset Management plan update was received by Committee, and it was
noted that once the document is further along, it will be provided for the public
to comment on, likely in late 2023 or early 2024. This document will allow the
Township to budget properly moving forward, as well as how to move the
Township forward in an economical way.

The next Meeting of Council & COW is Tuesday, October 39, 2023, at 6:00pm

Livestream on YouTube:
Montague Township - YouTube

In Person:
Montague Township Office
6547 Roger Stevens Drive
Smiths Falls, ON K7A 4S6
Phone: 613-283-7478
Email: admin@township.montague.on.ca
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